American Forces Network: 9/11 Overseas
Remembrance Mentions

Third-party voices, 25th-anniversary window (10-12 September 2026). Not AFN official posts.

For: Morning leadership meeting Watch: American Forces Network / Armed Forces Network
/ AFN

Sweep: Overheard, ~10 Sep 17:00Z through 12 Sep 2026 Excluded: Own properties (afn.mil, @AFNtelevision)

Mentions in this brief: 12 posts - 10 accounts Use: Internal. Do not quote named posters externally

without consent.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

¢ In the 25th-anniversary window, third-party X posts clustered around a single memory: I was
overseas, and I saw 9/11 on AFN.

¢ 12 posts from 10 accounts name AFN as the channel — barracks TVs in Japan and Korea, radio
then television in Germany, and, for a military child, the only U.S. station on the dial.

¢ This is remembrance conversation, not a service complaint. People are locating the worst day of
their generation by the AFN picture.

e The most-seen post (@Stick4Veterans; Marines, Iwakuni barracks) had roughly 97 likes / 13
reposts / 1,700 impressions at retrieval. The rest are quieter replies inside larger anniversary
threads.

e Same-window Reddit, Hacker News, and third-party news were quiet on AFN. The story for this
meeting is X, organic, and veteran-led.

THEMATIC TAKEAWAY

AFN was the overseas information lifeline on 9/11 — and a quarter-century later, that is
still how people tell the story.

They do not describe “catching some news.” They describe the few AFN channels in a barracks
room; breaking news after practice in South Korea; a Huey crew walking into the Okinawa
dayroom; AFN Korea at Camp Casey at the end of the day; a radio in Germany saying
something like “war against America,” then the first tower falling on the television. When AFN

was out (a storm the night before), a Navy spouse was left piecing it together online and on a

phone that went dead.

The through-line is AFN as the U.S. signal — news, certainty, and the moment the overseas
force understood the world had changed (lockdown, gate security, “we’re going to war,” hangar
recall).




MENTIONS — THIRD-PARTY ONLY

Paraphrase of public posts retrieved 12 September 2026. Short phrases in quotation marks are verbatim. Roles and

locations are as the poster stated.

JAPAN - IWAKUNI BARRACKS

@Stick4Veterans - then a 21-year-old Marine
corporal

Friends in the room, “flipping through the few AFN
channels,” when calls started and they saw the first
plane; they thought the second impact was a replay.
Says that morning set the path of the next two
decades.

x.com/Stick4Veterans/status/2098226559614079021

JAPAN - OKINAWA BARRACKS

@sylvestert69 (GySgt Slydog) - then a
Marine staff sergeant, 14 years in

Just back from a night flight in a UH-1N Huey; saw
the first tower on fire on AFN, then the second
plane; called home, then the hangar recall —
preparations to move began that night.

x.com/sylvestert69/status/2098462119071301824

KOREA - SOUTH KOREA

@alexsisw621 (S Walker) - first duty
assignment after training

Left taekwondo practice to AFN breaking news of
the first tower in flames; the barracks went silent.
Lockdown, 24-hour guard, and a full personnel
accounting followed.

x.com/alexsisw621/status/2098447758587752796

GERMANY
@YRestrepo417468 (Yoli R.) - Army spouse

Stationed in Germany; watched the coverage on
AFN and Sky News.

x.com/YRestrepo417468/status/2098147817860501514

JAPAN - YOKOTA AB
@Sunshine_Kid01

Places themselves at Yokota, on active duty but off
duty, “watching AFN (Armed Forces Network).”

x.com/Sunshine_Kid01/status/2098669434718085217

JAPAN - OKINAWA - TWO POSTS

@DAVServiceDog (Finn) - retired Navy /
DAV; with spouse

Watched the attacks live on Armed Forces Network.
Follow-up: watching AFN TV when they looked at
each other and said “we’re going to war.” Next
morning, Marines with Humvees and .50-cals at the
gates instead of local police.

...12098411459269017797 - .../2098546779700531376

KOREA - CAMP CASEY
@Nevrdemagain - retired Army, 20 years

Watching AFN Korea at the end of the day; first
thought the plane was a “what if” scenario show,
then saw it on every channel. North Korean artillery
sirens; battalion activated; base locked down about
a week.

x.com/Nevrdemagain/status/2098273200593657965

GERMANY - GERMAN-LANGUAGE
POST

@LinaTest10 - after a 30-hour duty day

Turned on the radio to AFN, heard phrasing like
“war against America,” then switched on the TV as
the first tower fell. Notes having been in Windows
on the World restaurant at the top of the North
Tower two years earlier.

x.com/LinaTest10/status/2098435808130630131
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OVERSEAS - UNSPECIFIED OVERSEAS - MILITARY KID - TWO

@bearrobb (Ida Bear) - Navy spouse; POSTS

husband deployed in the Mediterranean @zrunns

A storm the night before “took out our AFN Affirms the attacks were shown on AFN;

channels.” Learned online and by phone; the call “terrifying as a kid.” Follow-up: AFN is U.S. TV —
ended when comms went black. “the only US station we had overseas,” “a little

slice of home” apart from local stations.
x.com/bearrobb/status/2098251332817920249

...12098553602616758641 * .../2098555072951038164

SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

1. Lead with the human fact, not the count. A generation of Americans still locates 9/11 by the
AFN channel. That is the brand story in this sweep.

2. The map is the proof. Iwakuni, Yokota, Okinawa, Camp Casey / Korea, Germany — AFN’s
historic theater footprint, told back to us without prompting.

3. Dual role that day: picture and posture. These memories move in one breath from the screen to
lockdown, gate guns, hangar recall, and “we’re going to war.” AFN was how the overseas force
knew.

4. Treat as unsolicited remembrance, not a testimonial harvest. Do not pull named quotes into
external comms or anniversary creative without consent. The value in the room is the pattern, not
a clip reel.

5. If asked “is this a thing?” Yes on X this week; no on Reddit, HN, or third-party news in the same
window. One Iwakuni barracks post carried almost all the engagement; the rest are quiet, specific,
and consistent.

6. If asked what we do with it. Hold the line we already own: AFN is the U.S. signal for the force
and families overseas. These posts are 25-year evidence of that job on the worst day — useful for
internal narrative and, with care, for future remembrance work.

SCOPE NOTES

Included: 12 third-party X posts (10 accounts) on the “I saw it on AFN overseas” theme. All 12 source URLs were
retrieved and read in full on 12 September 2026.

Omitted from this briefing (same sweep, not the meeting story): light AFN Tokyo / AFN Go listening posts, including
X.com/samzamsamzam/status/2098215950671904853 and x.com/Takayuki_Iino24/status/2098735171499663722. Also
omitted: own/org content (e.g., AFN Naples 9/11 memorial package on DVIDS); unrelated “American forces” phrasing;
other AFN acronyms.

Limitation: Most items are replies inside other people’s anniversary threads. Engagement outside the Iwakuni post is low.
This is a quality/theme cluster, not a viral spike.

Sources are public X posts from roughly 10-12 September 2026 (25th-anniversary window). Third-party voices only — not AFN
official posts. Prepared for internal use from an Overheard mention sweep. Print: File — Print (Letter). Short quoted phrases are
verbatim from the retrieved posts; all other wording is paraphrase.
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